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COMMUNICATIONS. 


A SERMON, 


Delivered ot the Dedication of the New Meeting- 
house in Scituate, Mass. Br R. L. KiLran, 
Pastor of the Soctety. 


« Exalt ye the Lord our God, and worship at his footstool. 

Psalms, XCIX. 9. 

On the opening of this house of worship the 
dictates of reagon and religion require, that it 
should be 8olemnly consecrated to the service of 
God, to the use of man, and to the cause of truth 
and virtue, by appropriate religious s8ervices. It 
is not howeyer by any act of ours, nor by any 8er- 
vices which we may perform which will render 


this place a temple of worship, or an altar of| 


praige. Nor do we recognize this place as the 
exclusive dwelling of the Most High, or the only 
altar where. we must bend in worship. We tread 
not these courts under the fearful impression, that 
here only is the dwelling place of Jehovah, that 
here only is the temple of praise.—The dwelling 
of the infinite Mind is immensity, his 'temple is 
holiness, and the altar where the pure incense 
must burn is the heart. We would deeply and 
most solemnly impress this sacred truth, upon the 
mind of each member of our religious community, 
that a constant and realizing sense of the Divine 
presence, may ever be attended with a constant 
teeling of dependence, and of the honor, and rey- 
erence which is due to his sacred name. 

And it 8hould lead us to cherish the remem- 
brance, that all our thoughts, motives, and ac- 
tions, are at all times, and in all places open, to 
the inspection of that Being, in whom we live and 
move. Being actuated by such sublime and just 
views, of the presence of Jehovah, we shall de- 
voutly regard every spot beneath the heavens as 
the dwelling of God; and the house of prayer. 
Such were the ennobling sentiments and views, 
which Jesus 80 ardently and feelingly inculcated, 
when he dwelt with man on ea While the 
Jews and Samaritans had their separate altars 


of devotion, the one at Jerusalem and the other | 


at mount, Gerizem ; while each sect severally 
claimed the honor of possessing the proper loca- 
Lon of worship; while one cried here only is con- 
8ecrated ground, here alone is the alter where 
the acceptable 8acrifice. must bleed, and the holy 
of holies where the fervent prayer hall only reac 
e ear of heaven; the restorer of a purer wor- 
Ship declared to the woman of Samaria, *The 
hour cometh when ye shall neither on this moun- 
tain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father ; 
but the hour cometh and now is, when the true 
worshipper 8hall worship the Father, in spirit and 
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in truth. God is a spirit, and they that worship 
him, must worship him in spirit and in truth.” 
Besides the exclusive claims, which discordant 
religious s8ects have preferred for their consecra- 
ted locations of worship, it has been yainly thought, 
and the idea 8eems to be associated even with 
our own views of the house of God, that, a better 
Security against the destroying scourge, or the 


threatnings of a severe calamity, is to be found 


within the portals of the temple of worship. And 
it is the custom in some christian countries,on the 
first approach of danger to hasten to the house of 
God; and traces of the 8ame custom are to be 
found even with us. Although snch a custom may 
in itself be harmless, still we cannot but view it as 
originating in misconceptions of the 8acred pres- 
ence, and constant care of the great Father. of 
mankind, 'To limit the all protecting goodness, or 
guardian care of Jehovah to any place, either in 
the heavens above, or in the earth beneath, will 80 
far tend to lessen the confidence of the worship- 
per, and misdirect him in his deyotions. 

Permit me again to remark, that the sanctuary 
of christian devotion has in some catholic nations 
been made the asylum for the safety of the crimi- 
nal against the demand of the civil law : and the 
as8asmn whose hands were wreaking with the 
blood 'of a murdered victim, by eluding his pur- 
8uers and reaching the church in safety, received 
ecclesastical protection, But we are happy to 
add, that this violation of the rights, and dignity, of 
civil 8ociety, this unhallowed inducement to the 
commiss10n of crimes from the easy way of escape 
pointed out, has we believe almost wholly ceased. 
For as s8uperstition and ignorance recede before 
the spreading rays of science and truth, purer 
sentiments prevail, and a purer worship 1s intro- 
duced; and the enlightened christian, no longer 
looks for 8ecurity to the altars which his hands 
have made. He 8eeks not for protection against 
calamity, nor the violated laws of his country to 
the" temple of worship ; but he seeks protection 
and pardon from his God. Nor does heery, here 
only is the consecrated place where Gi dd is 
to fix his abode, but his mind, expanding Ike U 
rays of light over the darkness of night, eonten 
plates unmensity, as the dwelling of Jehovah. 

It was in the open fields of nature it was be- 
neath the broad arch of heaven, that the ancient 

atriarch Jacob, reared for an altar, a rude and 
Ela stone, and while beholding the sablime 
display of omnipotence, wisdom, and goodness, 
and 8eceing in prospective, the after Jay glory of 
the church, and the gathering together and unit- 
ing of *all things' in the promised Messiah, he 
exclaimed in devout rapture, * How dreadful is 
this place, . it is none other than the house of God, 
and the gate of heaven.* It was in the deep vis- 
ions of night that the Patriarch 8aw a free, and 
open communication between heaven and earth ; 

e beheld and lo! a ©ladder was set upon the 
earth, and the top of it reached unto heaven, and 
the Angels of God were ascending, and degcend- 
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ing upon it; and from the God of his fathers, he 
- received a further confirmation of the blessed 
promise, that in the 8eed of Abraham should all 
the nations, kindreds and families of the earth be 
blessed. It was s8uch a rich display of the be- 
nevolence of God, and the infinite freeness and 
fulness of the promise, and the certainty of its 
final accomplishment, which in a peculiar manner 
rendered the 8pot where Jacob stood the house of 
God, and the gate of heaven, and wherever this 
promise is published, whether in the open field or 
in the splendid temple, in the peaceful dwelling 
or in the 8olitary dungeon, there is the house of 
God, there is the gate of heaven. 

Places and locations have no relation to spirit- 
nal worship. "The pure incense of devotion may 
burn upon the altar of the heart, in all places; in 
the lonely recess of the forest, in the field, or at 
the domestic fire side, on the mountain's brow, or 
in the vale beneath. Here and there and through- 
out the boundless regions of space is the dwelling 
of God ; his laws, his presence, his guardian care, 
is here, tis there, *tis everywhere, and fills his 
house with glory. 

In further pursuance of the object, which for 
the first time convenes us within these walls we 
8hall proceed to notice the true character of 
Spiritual worship, and the important objects 
which are promoted by it. It seems incumbent 
on us as a preparatory step to the attainment of 
our object, that we should particularly notice the 
foundation on which the worship of God is predi- 
cated, 

Worship, is founded on the existence of certain 
relations, which subsist between the worshipper 
and the Being worshipped. These relations may 
be expressed as embracing on the part of God, 
Creator, Sovereign, and Father, and on the part of 
the worshipper, it expresses creature, subject, and 
child. These relations being acknowledged, and 
understood by the worshipper, it next becomes 
necessary for the worshipper to fix a character 
to the Being, to whom he 1s 80 nearly and neces- 
8arily related ; and on this single point, the char- 
acter of his worship, will wholly depend. Does 
he give to God his true character, does he view 
him in his endearing relations of Creator, Sove- 
reign, and Father, as the greatest and best of be- 
ings in the Universe ; does he view Him as being 

erfectly happy in himself, and whose only object 
n_ creating moral beings was the communication 
of happiness as the final] result of existence? If 
guch are his views of the Divine Character, his 
worship and religious devotions will be true 
should he mtistake the character of God, such 
will be the character of his worship, a mistaken 
worship. It may resemble the cringing servility 
of the unfortunate slave while he kneels at the 
footstool of a tyrant master, and while under the 
influence of fear, he may apparently reverence 
and adore his master, but his soul revolts at the 
gervice, from which he would free himself had he 
the power. | 
It is in vain at this late period to say that God 
must be worshipped without any reverence to his 
moral character. 'This may be classed with the 
opinion that has long been cherished in the chris- 
tian church: that it would be 8upreme selfishness 
for the sinner to love God, on account of any good 
which he receives from him or on account of any- 


the s8ubsequent duty of the worshi 


thing lovely which he may discover in the char- | 
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acter of God. Every one who has formed but a 
slight acquaintafice with the philosophy of the 


human mind, must know, that man possesses no 


ability to love an object, unless a character, or in- 
fluence is given to the pbject, which possesses. 
the power to ye or from which he has receiy. 
ed 8ome good, or which he may think necessa 
to his happiness. If he sees nothing in the object 
which neither pleases nor displeases him, or 
which he may not think 1s necessary to his happi- 
ness, he will wholly disregardit; or in other words 
he will neither love or hate it. It is the character 
which we give to an object, which sheds an influ- 
ence over the mind, and directs it either to loye 
or hate, or wholly disregard it. 

The above remarks we apprehend will, with 
equal propriety apply to worship; no one can 
truly and sincerely worship God, unless he loyes 
the character of God, and he po88e88Cs NO Power 
to love God, unless his character is 8uch as to 
please him, or which he may think is calculated to 
render him happy. 

We may ascribe all power in heaven and im 
earth to God, we may in our imagination place 
him on the Throne of the Universe, holding m his 
hands the destinies of all worlds and beings. 
But power in the abstract we cannot worship. 
We may indeed silently and 8ubmissively, bow 
before the dread array of omnipotent power ; but 
in order to influence the mind to love adore and 
worship, we must as80ciate it with active benevo- 
lence. By active benevolence we mean that 
principle in God, which designs and s8eeks the 
happiness of the beings who received their exis- 
tence trom his hand. Such was the benevolence 
which shone conspicuously in the life and actions 
of the Son of God, and which glowed in his bo- 
gom even in the agonies of death; and euch is 
the as8ociation of power with benevolence, which 
excites the reverence and love of moral bein 
and in which the mind feels a deep and thrilling 
interest. 

It is therefore the moral character of God in 
the relations which he 8ustains to the intelligent 
creation, which gives a character, and forms a 
preliminary step to rational and devout worship. 
The character of God must first be drawn (for 
man mnst first know what he is to worship) and it 
must be s8uch as to engage the noblest and purest 
feelings of the heart 35 and the worshipper must 
8ee that his highest interest, is analy blend- 
ed with his rehgious devotion. 

Our text presents to view the first, as well as 
pper. ©*Exalt 
ye the Lord our God,* This is the first duty of 
the worshipper. * And worship at his footstoo! ;' 
this naturally forms the second. 

The exaltation of the Lord our God in the 
mind, for it is here we must begin with the wor- 
Shipper, forms the only proper basis of true spirit- 
aal worship. Is it possible for that man who en- 
tertains degraded or unworthy conceptions of 
the character of God to render him a pure and 
willing service? A person may very _ 
cherish opinions concerning the character of God, 
which would degrade and dishonor man with all 
his imperfections ; and his worship and religious 
devotions, being governed by his opinion, would 
be false though they may be sincere. We may 
perhaps err in 8aying that 8uch devotion would be 
false ; it would doubtless be true to the character 
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to whom it is rendered, but it would not be true 
to God. : 

A person may very honestly and sincerely be- 
leve that God requires of him, as a test of the 
sincerity of his dgvotion, a sacrifice of happiness ; 
and in obedienceTo this 8upposed requirement of 
God, he may inflict on himself a severe chastise- 
ment. Thousands, and I might add millions of 
deluded mortals have done 80. We have gener- 
ally termed such devotion degraded and false, but 
after all it would be true to the god to whom it is 
rendered; but it would not be true to the Lord 
God of Hosts, because he requires no service of 
his creatures, he commands the performance of 
no duty, but what tends to increase the gum of 
human happiness. 'The ancient worshippers of 
Moloch were true worshippers, that is they were 
true to their god. This god required the 8acri- 
fice of human happiness, he demanded the blood 
of innocent victims, and his devout worshippers, 
to fulfil the cruel-requirement, caused their inno- 
cent children to pass through the fire. And in 
the 8ame ratio as they were true to Moloch, they 
were false to God. 

But we turn with pleasure to our text. *Exalt 
ye the Lord our God,” As the exaltation of the 
Lord God 8eems to be a preparatory service to 
rational and pure worship, and as everything de- 
pends on it, the question which most concerns us, 
respects the mode by which to accomplish 80 im- 
portant, and desirable an object. How shall we 
exalt the Lord our God? , What purposes, what 
attributes, and what actions, shall we ascribe to 
him which shall exalt him? Leaving this ques- 
. tion for a moment we may propose another, and 
its answer may tend to illustrate the former, only 
however as the evening taper which lights our 
dwelling, may illustrate the brilliant light of a 
meridian 8un, How shall we exalt the characters 
of eminent philanthropists and 8ages ; whose 
endearing names, are an ornament to their spe- 
cies, and an honor to human nature ? It is only by 
exhibiting their Iove, and devotedness to the. in- 
terests, and happiness of their fellow men. We 
would eall up the name of the immortal Howard, 
whose whole life was devoted in promoting the 
happiness and alleviating the sufferings of the 
wretched, and the unfortunate. In this character 
we are furnished with a specimen of human exal- 
tation: here is true greatness of soul, and it was 
goodness of heart, amiableness of disposition, and 
a deep feeling of commiseration for the sufferings 
of others, which gave to Howard all his greatness. 
Place 8uch a character by the side of s8ome tyrant 
prince, whose life has been spent in oppressing 
and enslaving his 8ubjects, and it rises 8till higher, 
: rises even to heaven in point of human excel- 
ency. 

The character of Joseph as it is sketched on 
the page of gacred history, is peculiarly adapted 
to ad us in our illustration. We would here ob- 
8erve, that it was not the royal 8ignet which Jo- 
8eph bore, it was not the elevated station to which 
he had risen in the court of the mY of Egypt, it 
was not the civic laurels which decorated his 
brow, which exalted the humble 8on of Jacob. 
For with all these honors crowded upon him, till 
he might have been detested. Such was a Her- 
od, and a Nero, and 8uch we believe is the pre- 
ent Autocrat of Russia, who regardless of the 


tenderest, and purest affection which ever Warn 


ed the bosom of humanity, snatches from the fond 
embrace of an agonizing mother, her innocent off- 
Spring, - and consigns them to the inhogspitable 
wilds of Siberia to wear the chains of slavery for- 
ever,—No, power in the hands, of a tyrant only 
tends to debase him, and render him detestable, 
while it exalteth a good being. It was the na- 
tive goodness of Joseph's heart, it was,the propri- 
_ of his life, it was the kindness and mercy 
which he 80 freely, and feelingly bestowed on his 
erring brothers, which has shed a lustre upon his 
character, which time can never tarnish. The 
tear which started in Joseph's eye when he rec- 
ognized his brethren in the humble attitude of 
8upplication, was a brighter gem than ever adorn- 
ed a chieftain's crown. 

We have only to read the simple and affecting 
narrative as it stands on record, and it engages 
the purest feelings of affection, and even rever- 
ence for the amiable character which it delineates. 
The 8ame principle will equally apply to God, far 
goodness never changes its nature, it is the same 
in one being, as it is 1n another ; it is the 8ame on 
earth as it is in heaven; only in God it is original, 
in man it is imitative; in man it is a 8park, in God 
a flame, in man a drop, in God an ocean. But by 
tasting of the drop we can determine the nature 
of the ocean from whence that drop originated. 

From the illustrations which we have here giv- 
en, we may readily see what character we must 
ascribe to God if we would exalt him, and render 
him the Supreme object of our reverence .and 
love. We are to view God as the author of 
existence, and as being moved in the bestowment 
of existence by infinite benevolence, we are to 
view him as overruling all-events for the promo- 
tion of the highest felicity of an intelligent uni- 
verse. In fine, we must view God as he 1s man- 
ifested in the man Christ Jesus, as the friend of 
ginners, the father of the spirits of all flesh, the 
Savior of all men; 8uch is the Being we may love, 
reverence and worship, uninfluenced by the hope 
of any other reward, than that which flows to the 
mind from its exalted services. 

Should we mistake the character of God, and 
ascribe to him attributes which do not belong to 
him, or should we attribute to him purposes which 
were never formed in the councils of his love, we 
shall certainly degrade him, and the services 
which we may render to God, will be degraded 
SCTVICCS, 

We cannot think that it would be exalti 
Lord our God, to maintain that he has 
an existence on beings, determining that it 8hould 
result in endless ruin. Nor can we think it would 
exalt the Lord our God, to s8ay that he has furnish- 
ed man with a tremendous mysterious agency, by 
the use or abuse of which he may render himself 
forever miserable.—Neither do we think 1t re- 
dounds much to the honor of Supreme Wisdom 
and Goodness to maintain that he has given to his 
creatures the freedom of choice, and at the 8ame 
time intends to punish them without mercy, for 
using this freedom. 

It 18 not uncommon for man-to associate cruelty 
with almighty power, and vindictiveness with di- 
vine justice; and we are able to trace-this aggocia- 
tion to the weakness, ignorance and sinfulness of 
the human heart. Man is prone to look upto his 
Maker through the medium of his own passions 
and propensiies, instead of viewing him through 


the medium of © Jeaus Christ, who is the bright- 
ness of his glory and the express image of his 

r80n ;}— q the very passions which man finds 
in his own bosom he transfers to God ; and under 
influence of his discoveries, he. rears his altars 
and offers his sacrifices, and his object is to ren- 
der God favorably disposed towards him, when he 
ghall enter the unseen world. 

Man finds that his own passions are operated 
upon, that the anger of his own bosom is subdued 
by the misery and debasement of the object on 
which it- rests, and tries the experiment on God. 
He will deny himself the rational] enjoyments of 
life, and subject himself to the horrors of mental 
8lavery, in order to 8ubdue the anger of his Crea- 
tor, and incline him to —_ Such 1s the result 
of misconceptions of the character and govern- 
ment of Supreme Goodness. 7: 

A consciousness of guilt, will often change the 
most amiable and loyely being into an inveterate 
and deadly foe. 'This seems to have been the case 
with the first sinner of our race, after transgress- 
ion. When he heard the voice of the Lord God 
in the garden, he was afraid and hid himself. Of 
whom was this trembling sinner afraid? From 
whose presence did he endeayor to screen himself ? 
We answer, it was from his eternal and constant 
friend, whom his guilty mind had changed into a 
deadly enemy. And it, cannot be questionedgbut 
the same awful dread of the greatest and best 
of Beings, arising too from the same unhappy 
cause, has descended as a natural inheritance to 
the impotent posterity of Adam. 

What would have been the feelings of Joseph's 
brethren, had some one met them on their jour- 
ney to Egypt, and informed them that Joseph was 
lord in the land, that in his hands were power of 
life and death ? Judging from our own experience 
of human nature, we must” 8suppose they would 
have felt most uncomfortable and wretched ; be- 
hind them they had left poverty, and starvation, 
and before them were racks, tortures, and death. 
.'Their guilty minds would have changed the loye- 
iy, and amiable Joseph into an enemy thirsting 

r blood. And they doubtless would have fur- 
nished him with the like cruel and unrelenting 
Spirit which they manifested, when they sold him 
as a slave. Some perhaps will say, that had Jo- 
geph loaded his brethren with irons, and tortured 
them till the last spark of life had fled, it would 
have been perfectly just. We may call such tor- 
ture justice; but one thing is certain, he would 
have manifested the 8ame cruel and unfeeling 
gpirit which they did, when they conspired against 
tas life; and they might with propriety have told 
him that he was just as cruel as they were ; that 
they had set a bad example, and that he had 
followed it out. It is often said that the sinner 
hates God, and would dethrone him had he the 
power, and as a consequence of this it is main- 
tained, that God hates the sinner and intends to 
torment him forever. 

How important, how essential to human hap- 
piness it is, that the divine Character, should be 
freed from those unjust and cruel imputations 
which a consciousness of guilt has cast upon it. 
Let man be blamed, but let God be glorified ; 
let man be represented as cruel and unrelenting, 
but let the character of God shine forth with a 
brilliant lustre forever and ever. How necessar 
it is then, that we should-exalt the Lord our God, 
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and 80 exhibit his lovely and adorable character, 
artily, and 8incerely wor. 


that we may freely, he 
ship at his footstool. 

e may deyote a few moments in pointing out 
the happy results, which flow from the. worship of 
God. in the first place we wWld observye, that 
the worghip of God will tend to assimilate the 
mind of the worshipper, and mould it into the 
moral likeness of the Being whom he worships, 
for that character which a man loves and rever- 
ences, he will naturally strive to imitate. 

24. The worship of God 1s eminently calculat- 
ed to promote mental happitiess and inward peace: 
Love 1s the life or happiness of the 80ul, and loye 
is but another name for worship. 'The pleasures 
which flow from the worship of God are of the 
pure and exalted kind. Such were the noble 
views of the Psalmist when he s8aid, * My soul 
panteth after thee, O my God.* 'That man who 
is dissatisfied in the seryice of God, and who mur- 
murs at his irksome labors in the s8ervice of reli- 
gion, and who looks for remuneration for his losses . 
and trials to the future world, we can hardly be- 
lieve ever tasted of the river of God's pleasures, 
which flow to the' devout worshipper from the 
fountain of love. 

3d. The public 8ocial worship of Almighty God 
geems pertectly adapted, to improve the moral 
condition of society. Whereyer the public wor- 
ship of God is attended, we generally see a better 
regulated 8ociety, than in those places where 
it 1s neglected. What 1s better calculated to 
strengthen, and give a proper direction to the 80- 
cial affections, than the worship of God ? Sitting 
around the same altar, communing with the same 
common Parent, and partaking of the 8ame heay- 
enly nourishment;, with which God has furnished 
his house, evidently tends to advance the highest 
interests of intelligent beings. 

4th. 'The worship of the Supreme Creator gives 
to the worshipper a foretaste of the joys and hap- 
piness of the immortal world. 

To 8ecure to yourselves and to your children 
such high, intellectual, moral, and gocial adyan- 
tages, you, my friends, have erected this neat and 
convenient edifice; and may heaven grant, that 
you may realize in the erection of this house, your 
fondest anticipations ; and may you. reap the full 
reward of all your labors in the consciousness of 
having furnished a place where you may mutually | 
Join your hearts and voices, in exalting the name 
of that Being, who so richly provides for your 
temporal wants, who has redeemed you from all | 
unrighteougness by his Son Jesus Christ, and who 
at last, will gather you, with a ransomed universe, 
to himself m glory.  W- 

There are many tender associations connected 
with the remembrance of the former house, and 
when we took our leave of the place, where we had 
enjoyed 80 many pleasant scenes, it produced a 
painful sensation. It was the house where you! 
fathers worshipped ; it was the first place in this 
region, where the soul-enrapturing doctrine of 
universal benevolence, was published ; and there 
are Some in this house, who can remember, with 
feelings of devout gratitude, when the departed 
Murray delivered his testimony in this place, and 
proclaimed life and immortality beyond the gloom | 
of death. The seed which was then gown brought 
forth its increase in abundance. | 

This society was the first planted in the Old 


THE UNIVERSALIST. 


Colony, and it-is the parent stock from which ma- 
ny healthy and increasing branches have sprung 
forth, fertilizing the region around us, causing joy 
and rejoicing in the consecrated land of the pil- 
grim fathers of New England. 

N 0tRLoUIR the original parish from which 
many of you 8eceded has ever been justly noted 
for liberality of 8entiments and feelings; notwith- 
standing its pastors have successively been men 
highly esteemed for their virtues and talents, 8till 
you 8aw & greater light beyond you; and follow- 
ing the advice of one of the ancient Fathers of 
the New England church you halted not until you 
had reached it. You were never disposed to 
adopt the opinions of any man as the standard of 
faith, however pious or learned he may have been 
esteemed, Nor have you ever raised the stand- 
ard of immutability and 8aid, hitherto must we go 
and no further. Is there till light beyond you, 
does it break from the east, or from the west, from 
the north, or from the 8outh ? Heaven forbid that 
you should stop here. - 

There are but few incidents in the history of 
this 8ociety but what are too well known to need 
a repetition, —Some who are present on this occa- 
810n, we could name as among its original mem- 
bers ; its fathers are fallen asleep. 

Much praise is due to the members of this 80ci- 
ety for their well-directed zeal, and engagedness 
in disseminating those principles which are alike 
honorable to God, and promotive of the best inte- 
rests of man. 

During the infancy of this society, a dark and 
portentous cloud hung over it. But few were will- 
ing to embrace a doctrine which was everywhere 
spoken against, 'The influence of great names 
were enlisted on the 8ide of opposition. 'The high 
ecclesiastical dignitaries of the country, with hon- 
esty of intention no doubt, denounced the doc- 
trine of universal grace, not, only as 80y]-Jeopard- 
1zing, but as the very first born of licentiousness. 
But the cloud has broken and is rapidly passing 
off; the march of truth is forward ; the broad riv- 
ers and streams of galvation are peacefully rolling 
onward, gweeping away the narrow systems of 
human invention, and fertilizing the moral world. 

May the animating prospects which are before 
you, render you truly grateful. Within these walls 
which we now dedicate to the Lord of Hosts, may 
you and your children, learn to exalt his sacred 
name, and may you chant forth his praises in the 
morning and evening song. . Amen. 


oonmm_m———_—____——————_————_____________——_______—_____—__s 
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INTEMPERANCE. 
Ertract from an unpublished Discourse.—No. 1. 


"The subject of temperance, as 


uſually been accustome 
brace th 


would sometimes 8eem as if temperance, in rela- 


ople have 
to view it, does not em- 
e whole ground we intend to occupy. It 
mY to the use of ardent spirits, is all that can 
y 881d on this i t g8ubject; but is this in 
act, the cage ? We do not mean to say that there 
1, Or can be any greater. evil, than drunkenness ; 
indeed we know of none : but we are not without 
on fears that many of those, who talk much about 

e evils of intemperance, are not, much less in- 


0 
temperate, in everything but the use of stimulat- 


% 
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wg liquors, than those they 8eyerely cengure, 
We wish it to be understood, therefore, in the 
outset, that though we may speak warggpas against, 
drunkenness, yet we s not there end our re- 
marks; for we are pursuaded that there are other 
kinds of iutemperance, which, at least, deserve 
a passing notice, We shall urge it upon you to 
be temperate, not in one thing merely, but in all 
things. 

©In relation to intemperance, in the use of stim- 


ulating liquors, we hardly know whether it is ne- 


cessary for us to say a single word ; for what can 
we 8ay on the 8ubject, which has not been 8aid 
over and over again ? We may presume that you 
have all heard, perhaps many times, its many and 
most alarming evils pointed out ; and if you have 
not yet taken the alarm, and resolved to escape 
them, we may not expect to produce the desired 
effect, If you have witnessed.the wretched and 
degraded condition of the incorrigible s8ot; if you 
have seen the filthy drunkard, lying. by the way 
8ide, the miserable victim of brutal passions, the 
loathsome pest of society ; if you have beheld the 
demon of intemperance, prowling around the do- 
mestic circle, fixing his infernal fangs upon the 
husband or the wife, the son or the daughter, and 


"dragging his devoted captive down to the * lowest 


hell of mental and moral degradation ; if, I say, 
you haye 8een all this, and not determined to resist 


temptation, and to overcome the efforts of the de- 


stroyer, your case 1s truly alarming. But we hope 
for better things. We hope that you have all re- 
80lyed to be temperate ; temperate, in the use of 
ardent spirits, and temperate in all things. 

© We may here remark, that there are many and 
strong reasons to be assigned, in fayor of entirely 
abandoning the use of ardent spirits, in all cases, 
and under all circumstances. We cannot, of 
course, name them all; and, in fact, we need only 
remark, that it has been satisfactorily proved, in 
more instances than one, that stimulants are en- 
tirely useless, even if they did not produce sub- 
sequent, exhaustion, You very seldom hear a dis- 
course on temperance, i which it 1s not maintained 
and abundantly proved, that a man can endure 
more fatigue, do more work, without the usual 
* potation of liquid fire, as it has been called, 


than with it. If this be the case, (and doubtless 


it is,) of course, it is a needless and unnecessary 
expense. And it is an unquestionable fact, that 
its influence upon the physical system is..most - 
alarmingly pernicious. It produces tremendous 
excitement, and, of course, ends in an alarmi 

exhaustion. In fact, it enervates and enfeebles 


both the mind and the body; and, when taken to 


excess, entirely unfits a man for all the secular 
and 80cial concerns of life. 

*If 8uch then, are its evil consequences, (and 
these are, in fact but the beginning of them,) it 
becomes a question of importance, how we ma 
guard against its temptations, and check its ins1d- 
tous advances. And here we may remark, that it. 
requires as much resolution to become a drunkard, 
as it does to be a temperate man. Nay, more ;— 
if a person would take half as much pains to be 
temperate, as he does to form a brutal appetite, 
and habituate himself to 8wallow the fiery con- 


tents of the bowl, he would, undoubtedly, in al- 


most.every case, 8ucceed. 'There is nothing in 
ardent spirits, of any kind, to gratify the natural 
appetite of man ; and, before he can relish them, 
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his appeties must be deplorably, if not fatally, vi- 
tiated, This, therefore, being the cage, an alarm- 
ing responsibility rests upon parents, that they do 
not, in their solicitude to administer to the suppos- 
ed wants of their children, create in them an un- 
natural hankering for the accursed draught, before 
they are able to discern good from evil. 'Too ma- 
ny, we are strongly inclined to believe, are unwa- 
rily prepared to become drunkards, even in the 
= days of their infancy. 

© It is pretty generally admitted, that there is 
but a small chance of reclaiming the habitual 
drunkard, and turning him from the error of his 
ways; and, we confess, it is a fact too apparent to 
be resisted. But till we should be loth to pro- 
nounce it to be a hopeless cage. We know it is 
hard to break down old habits and establish new 
ones; but we know, too, that it can be done. A 
man ,who has been accustomed, day after day, 
month after month, year after year, to drink a 
certain quantity of spirit, at a certain time, feels 
that he cannot do without it ; and, we doubt not, 
if he were to break ovyer the habit and deny him- 
gelf, he would feel very many unpleasant 8ensa- 
tions. But these sensations would. sgoon wear 
away ; and when he had abstained as long as he 
had previously indulged, he would have none of 
those peculiar longings for his regular dram, which 
he had felt it almost impossible to resist. Let 
him be temperate as long as he has been intem- 
perate, and we have no doubt that his reformation 
will be thoroughly and completely accomplished. 

©'The course, then, which we should mark out 
as the one most proper to be pursued, is this. We 
8hould say to those, who are not yet ensnared in 
habits of intemperance, and who know not the 
evil consequences of inebriation, © Beware! Tread 
not upon the dangerous ground! Taste not, touch 
not, handle not! Look not upon the wine when it 
18 red; bat turn from it, and pass on !—By doing 
this, they may guard themselves against many 
evils, against innumerable sorrows, against deg- 
radation and ruin, and finally, against a premature 
death, or a lingering and miserable old age. They 
may also make themselves useful to society, useful 
to'the world, and honorable to their Creator. 

©'To those, on the other hand, who have indulg- 
ed too freely, or even habitually, in the use of the 
Poisonous stimulant, we would s8ay, * Dash the 
cup, now, to-day, from your lips! Form a resolu- 
tion that you will break over your habits of intem- 
perance! Say that you are free, and act accord- 
ingly! Break off these chains, which have bound 
down your free-born spirit, and assert and main- 
tain your liberty! Rise up in your strength, and 
grapple with the monster who has enslaved you, 
and resolutely contest'the ground he has taken ! 
Tf they will but do this, they will assuredly gain 


a victory; and a greater victory it will be, too, 


than was ever gained on the field of battle, and 
deserving of greater honors. It will be a victory, 
to achieve which, will rescue their names from 
the shades of oblivion, and enrol them on the 
bright tablet of every virtuous heart. 

* But we need not longer dwell on this part of 
our 8ubject. It is true, it is a topic of great and 
peculiar importance, and should not, therefore, be 
lightly passed over. But it is a topic, at the same 
time, fraught with many painful recollections and 
digmaying associations. Few of us there' are, 


perance, in the circle of our oquumange—ave 
even in our family circle ; who have not beheld 
those, whom we should revere as parents, or those 
whom we s8hould love as brothers, fall beneath 
the withering and blasting scourge. Alas! gy; 
very hearts Vieed at the recollection of sceneg 
which we have witnessed; and we turn from the 
contemplation with mingled feelings of joy and 
g8orrow. But happy will it be for us, if the reco]- 
lection of these scenes shall teach us wisdom, and 
learn us to shun those vices, which have brought 
misery and ruin upon others. 'Thrice happy shall 
we be, if we heed the warning voice of thousands, 
and of tens of thousands, * Beware of Intemper. 
ance.” C.@Q. 7 


BRIEF EXPOSITOR.—No. X. 


© If any man 8ee his brother sin a sin which is not unto 
death, he shall ask, and he sball give him life for them * 
that sin not unto death. There is a sin nnto death: 1 
do not say that he hall pray for it. 1 John, v. 16. 


This is an extremely difficult age, and hag 
been variously interpreted. What is the 8in nd 
unto death, for which we 8hould ask, and life shall 
be given to him that commits it ? And what is the 
8mm unto death, for which we should not pray ? 

I shall note three of the chief opinions on this 
gubject. | 

1. It is 8upposed that there is here an allusion 
to a distinction in the Jewish law where there was 
*a 8in unto death; and *a sin not unto death; 
that is, 1. A 8in or tranegress)on, to which the 
law had as8igned the punishment of death ; such 
as idolatry, incest, blasphemy, breach of the Sab- 
bath, and the like. And, 2. A sin not unto death, * 
t. e. transgressions of ignorance, inadyertence, 
&c. and s8uch as, in their own nature, appear to 
be comparatively light and trivial. —That such dis- 
tinctions did exist in the Jewish synagogue, both 
R_—_ and Carpzonus have oy G 

2, By the 8in not unto death, for which interces- 
8ion might be made; and unto death, for which 
prayer might not be made; we' are to understand 
transgress1ons of the civil law of a particular place, 
some of which must be punished with death, ac- 
cording to the statutes ; the crime admitting of no 
pardon : others might be punished with death, but 
the magistrate had the power of commuting, 1. 
of changing death into banishment, &c. for re- 
80ns that might appear to him satisfactory ; or at 
the interces310n of powerful friends. To intercede, 
in the former case, would be useless, because the 
law would not relax ; therefore, they need not pray 
for 1 : but interces8on in the latter cage mig be 
prevalent, therefore they might pray ; and if, they 
did not, the person might suffer the punishment 
of death. This opinion, which has been advanced 
by Rosenmuller, intimates, that men should feel 
for each other's distresses, and use their influence 
in behalf of the wretched; nor ever abandon the 
unfortunate, but where the case is utterly hopeless. 

8. The 8n ow _— means amo part 

8810n, particularly of grievous 8liding from 
the life and power of collinode, which God deter- 
mines to punish with temporal death.; while at the 
same time He extends mercy to the penitent s0|- 
The disobedient prophet, 1 Kings xiii. 1—32. 18, 
this interpretation, a case in point: many others 
occur in the history of the church; and of every 
religious community. The gin not unto death, 18 


who have not 8een and felt the evils of intem-' 


| any 8in which God does not choose thus to punish. 
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This view of the 8ubject is that taken by the late 
Reverend d. ae: in a sermon, entitled, 4 Call 
to Backsliders,—W orxs. Vol. X. pag. 92. 

I do not think the passage has anything to do 
with what is termed the #1n __ the Holy Ghost ; 
much less with the popish octrine of purgatory ; 
nor with 8ins committed before and after baptism, 
the former, pardonable, the latter, unpardonable, 
according to 8ome of the Fathers. Either of the 
last opinions, (viz. 2 and 3.) make a good sense ; 
and the first, (1.) is not unlikely ; the — ma. 
sIude to 80me marim or cusfom in the Jewis 
church, which is not now distinctly known. How- 
ever, this we know, that any penitent may find 
mercy through Christ Jesus; for through Him ev- 
ery kind of sin may be forgiven to man, except the 
zin against the Holy Ghost ; which I have proved 
no man can now commit.—See the note on Matt. 
xii, 31, 32.—Adam Clarke. 


© FROM MY DIARY. 

We see distress, disappointment and sorrdw, in 
almost every department of human Society. We 
- behold thousands and tens of thousands whose 
condition in the world is far from being a happy 
one. Look where we will, we are but spectators 
of 8uffering humanity. 'There goes the bloated vic- 
tim of intemperance—his health, his reputation, 
his property, his honor and happiness, all gone. 
There sits the lonely widow, in the midst of her 
fatherless children, dependent on the charity of a 
frigid world, for food and raiment. What sad- 
ness dwells on her countenance, as she revolyes in 
her thoughts the desolation which Heaven has sent 
upon her. Herself a widow—her children dearer 


than 8elf, fartherless !—There goes the pale and 
disconsolate victim of superstition. His religion, 


instead of lighting up his soul with holy Jo , is the 
instrument of the keenest anguish and deepest 
8orrow, He views the majority of his race desti- 
ned, in the 8ecret purpose of God to a world of 
hopeless wo; and their anticipated 8ufferings dis- 
troys his peace of mind, and the best pleasures of 
life. That he is unhappy, his appearance at the 
house of devotion, in the 8ocial circle or in the 
Streets, bears testimony. He walks the path of 
life with a faltering step, and a 88d heart. His 
ſears balance his hopes, and at times completely 
overpower him. While all around him is life, and 
light, and joy—he is dejected, the 8ubject of 
ceaseless disquietude and gorrow. | 

When, therefore, we behold the s8ons and daugh- 
ters of affliction, we Ly partons of their dis- 


iress. We are prompted by a feeling of sympathy | 


to enquire for the cause of - the wretchedness 
which we gee, and to do what we can to relieve 
it. Many, no doubt, mourn over events which 

&y cannot comprehend, —they are always in 
trouble because they have no confidence in God. 
Like the two disciples when on their way to Em- 
maus—they walk and are Bad. Now, what is 
the cause of that dejection which is seen in the 
professed followers of Christ? Is the gospel a 
now of sorrow? Do' its principles engender 
ear and degpair? Are the tdings which it pro- 
claims unwelcome to the mind? And are the 
news which it gives of God and the destiny of 
man of 8uch a character, as to fill the heart with 


cuudderin and horror? This cannot be; for 
© gospe 


is the glad news of salvation which | 
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Shall be unto all people, It is on earth peace— 
and in believing it, the heart rejoices with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory. 

he prom and dejection which we discover in 
the professed followers of Christ, are not inspired 
by the contents of the gospel ; but by other things 
—and which constitute no part of pure religion. 
What things? I answer—concerning the char- 
acter of God, the purposes of his grace, and the 
miss1on of his son. On these great topics, 80 
vital to the hopes and happiness of mankind, 
people have indulged mistaken opinions. The 
wretchedness occasioned by false religious senti- 
ments is inconceivably great. It attends every 
fleeting moment of life, poisons eyery source of 
pleasure, gives poignancy to every affliction, and 
follow its victims to that cold and silent abode, 
© where the wicked cease from troubling and the 
weary be at rest.” 
_ This is the condition of a large portion of our 
race, It will be understood that I speak now in 
relation to the christian world—to those who pro- 
fess the christian system. They believe in God 
as the Creator of all things and sovereign of the 
universe ; but alas! they circumscribe the ocean 
of his love, and fix limits to his grace and salva- 
tion. Such people are unhappy,—necessarily, 
and positively unhappy. As they walk the path 
of life, and think upon the destiny, or what they 
imagine the destiny of man, they sink under the 
burden of their fears, and yield themselves up to 
repining and s8orrow. Nor does the idea that God 
is a Sovreign, and has a right thus to dispose of 
hig creatures, afford them a single ray of comfort ; 
for they know that God's power is adequate to the 
salvation of every sonl; and knowing this they 
cannot be reconciled to the endless duration of 
8in and misery! It is my deliberate and solemn 
conviction, that there is not a believer in endless 
human suffering on earth, who ts, or can be 8atis- 
fied, with the character and disposition which he 
ascribes to God! They do and must feel, that, 
were they in God's stead, and could they com- 
mand his recourses they would save every s8oul. 

It is a question in my mind whether there are 
any rational beings on earth, who have not, at 
times, felt it poss1ble with God to save all man- 
kind. That all desire 8uch an event there can 
be no doubt. It is a hope which is univyersal ; 
a desire implanted in every human bosom; an 
emotion which will kindle in every heart, tilt 
things in heaven, earth, and under the earth, are 
reconciled to the Father of mercies, and God' is 
all and in all. 

O, how disconsolate must that man be, who has 
lost the hope of heaven for all mankind! 'Take 
from us this hope, 80 rich in bliss—in influence 80 
divine, and you leave me desolate. 'Then, with 
the Poet I could truly szy— 

* Oh ! nothing now can please me: ; 
Darkness and solitude, and 8ighs, and tears, 
And all the inseperable train of grief, 
Attend my steps forever.” 

When, O when, will the minds of a disconso- 
late world be opened to the truths of the ever- 
lasting 12 When will this moral wilder- 
ness rejoice, and the golitary place be glad? 

en will the tears of the mourner, and the 
groans of the. prisoner cease, and hosannas of the 
redeemed float on every breeze of heaven ? 
3. H. B. 
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REASONS IN FAVOR OF UNIVERSAL- 
ISM.—No. V. 


Tax PromisEs oF Gop.—According to the tes- 
timony of St. Paul, *all the Promises of God in 
Christ, * are yea, and in him, amen, unto the glory 
of God by us.' From this declaration of the apos- 
tle, we evidently learn, that all the promises of 
God are unconditional, and will be unconditionall 
fulfilled ; for Christ is the appointed 8eed, in whic 
all the nations of the earth are to be blessed. In 
him, by promise, we have eternal life. 'The apos- 
tle John s8ays, © This ts. the promise that he hath 
promised us, even eternal life.” And for our com- 
fort and assurance, St. Paul tells us, that, * what he 
has promised us, he is able to perform Hence 
we infer, that eternal life is unconditionally certain. 

© But, for how many ?* some inquisitive persons 
may now anxiously inquire, We answer ; for as 
many as are embraced in the promises of God. 
And whoever will carefully read the promises that 


were made to the ancient fathers of Israel, will 


not doubt, we trust, their universality ; for lan- 
guage could not express universality, more clear] 
and conclusively, than do the pronuses. Jehov 
clearly and CE nkty declares, that all the fami- 
lies of the earth shall be blessed in the seed of 
Abraham. Nor is this all ; for he has confirmed 
his promise by an oath, saying, that by two immu- 
table things, in which it was 1mpossible for him to 
lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have 
fled for . to lay hold on the hope set before 
us; which hope we have as anchor to our 8ouls, 
both sure and steadfast, and which entereth to that 
within the vail, whither the forerunner 1s for 'us 
entered. Hence, the conclusion is, that our alti- 
mate 8alvation 1s undeniably sure. 

We are aware that many of our Christian 
friends, —differing indeed, from us in 8entiment, 
but 8till, we hope, our friends,—are disposed to 
maintain that the promises of God are conditional, 
and that our final destiny will be happy or misera- 
ble, according as we comply with, or neglect to 
perform, the conditions, By them, much is 8aid of 
this world as man's probationary state ; that he 
must here form his character for eternity, and will 
be forever happy or miserable, according as he 
improves or. misimproves his precious time on 
earth. But it 8eems to us a 8trange conclusion, nor 
less strange than irrational and -unscriptural, that 
the happiness and glory of eternity can be gained 
or lost, by our conduct, in this short,and transitory 
8tate of being. It 1s no wonder, that, in view of 
the possibility of such an event, the Poet should 
Bay,— 

© Great God, on what a slender thread, 
Hang everlasting things ; 

'Th? eternal state of all the dead, 
Upon life's feeble strings.” 


But we do not admit—for we do not believe— 
that God has permitted the vast concerns of eter- 
nity, the final destiny of man, to depend-s0lely on 
the fickleness of the human will, in its present 
depraved tate ; and this, because it would clearly 
evince in him a lack of wisdom, and: render the 
fulfilment of all his promises and purposes, in all 
respects, uncertain. We think that it is clearly 
and unquestionably the case, that all his promiges 
will be unconditionally fulfilled, in their most ob- 
vious and unrextricted sense ;—and, congequently, 
that all men, all the nations of the earth, will be 
blessed in Christ Jesus, the s8eed of Abraham. 


C., G. 


FROM CAMPBELL'S PLEASURES OF HOPE. 


« Suffer little-children to come unto me, and forbid then 
not ; for of such is the Kingdom of God,* Mark x. 14, 


Lo! at the couch where infant beauty sleeps, 
Her silent watch the mournful mother keeps ; 
She, while the lovely babe unconscious lies, 
Smiles on hes slumb*ring child with pensive eyes, 
And weaves a song of melancholy joy— 

© Sleep, image of thy father, sleep, my boy; 
No ling*'ring hour of sorrow sball be thine; 

No sigh that'rends thy ſather's heart and mine; 
Bright as his manly s1re, the gon sball be 

In Horm and goul; but, ab ! more blest than he! 
Thy faine, thy worth, thy filial love, at last, 
Shall soothe the aching heart for all the past— 
With many a smile my 8olitude repay, 

And chase the world's ungenerous scorn away. 
And say, when summon*d from the world and thee, 
I lay my head beneath the willow tree, 

Wilt thou, sweet mourner ! at my stone appear, 
And soothe my *parted spirit ling*ring near ? 
Oh, wilt thou come, at ev'ning hour, to shed 
The tears of memory o'er my narrow bed ; 
With aching temples on thy hand reclin'd, 
Muse on the last farewell I kave behind, 
Breathe a deep sigh to winds that murmar low, 
And think on all my love, and all my wo ? 

So speaks affection, ere the infant eye 

Can look regard, or brighten in reply; _ 
But when the cherub lip bath learnt to claim 

A mother's ear by that endearing name ; 

Soon as the playful innocent can prove 

A tear of pity, or a 8mile of love, 

Or cons his murmuring task beneath her care, 
Or lisps with holy look his ev*ning prayer, 

Or gazing, mutely pensive sits to hear 

The mournful ballad warbled in his ear ; 

How fondly looks admiring Hope the while, 

At ev 'ry artless tear, and ev'ry smile ! 

How <p the joyous parent to descry 

A guileless bosom, true to sympathy ! 


A PARAPHRASE OF THE 96th PSALM, 


YE realms below the skies, 
Your Maker*s praises sing ; 
Let boundless honors rise, 
To heav*n's eternal King. 
O, bless his name, whose love extends 
Salvation, to the world's far ends. 


Give glory to the Lord, 
Ye kindreds of the earth ; 
His 8overign power record, 
And show his wonders forth, 
Till every heart adores his name, 
And heathen tongues his grace proclaim. 


[The Lord unrivalPd reigns ; 

He spread the heavens abroad, 

His hand the world 8ustains ;— 

O, fear th* Almighty God! 
O, praise and fear th” eternal Might, 
Which called the world from aycient night. 


*Tis He the mountains crowns 
With forest waving wide 
*Tis He old ocean b & 
And heaves her ing tide; 
He 8wells the tempests on the main, 
Or breathes the zephyr o'er the plain. 


Still let the waters roar, 

As round the earth they roll ; 

His praise, forevermore 

They 8ound, from pole to pole. 
"Tis Nature's wild unconscious gong 
O'er thousand waves, that floats along. 

Bs I8e, J® Yr on high, 

, w1l our spberes, 
Amid the Sacks 8ky, 
| When silent night a p 

O? let his works name, 
Through all the universal frame. H. B. 


